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' If I were a Professor of English/ that admirable prose-
writer, Benjamin Jowett, is reported to have said: ' I
would teach my young men that prose-writing is a kind
of Poetry/ Already before his time poets themselves,
Wordsworth and Shelley and Coleridge, had protested
against this verbal confusion. The distinction between
poets and prose-writers Shelley described as a vulgar
error, and Wordsworth declared that he had made use
against his own judgment of this false discrimination,
which had introduced into criticism so much confusion ;
the only strict antithesis to Prose being, in fact, not
Poetry, but metre. Coleridge also called attention to this
difficulty, pointing out that the writings of Plato and
Jeremy Taylor furnished undeniable proofs that Poetry
of the highest kind could exist without a regular metre.
He even suggested that the word Poesy (which is now
nothing more than an archaic synonym for Poetry) might
be revived as a generic term for that quality in either
metrical or non-metrical compositions which was poetical
in character and appealed to the imagination and the
aesthetic sense. This meaning of poesy is indeed authorized
by our older English usage ; Bacon used poesy both for
works in prose and works in verse ; and Sir Philip Sidney
wrote : ' It is not rhyming and versifying that maketh
Poesy. One may be a poet without versing and a versifier
without Poetry/

Aristotle made no distinction between Poetry and
Prose, and owing to the absence of the English verbal
dilemma foreign writers do not greatly concern themselves
with this somewhat dull and inane debate. Gedicht is
used in German of Prose works ; and in France, though
the technical distinction between Poetry and Prose is
of course recognized, a more fortunate vocabulary has
preserved them from the confusion against which Shelley
and Wordsworth and Coleridge protested. The differen-
tiation made by French writers is between vers and prose ;
and their word for Poetry, poesie, though frequently